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Oconee River Methodist 
Church and several 
Sunday school classes 
from Kannapolis First 
Wesleyan Church, in 
partnership with World 
Hope International. While 
there, Lemons assisted in 
the rebuilding of a Haitian 
church, worked with 
doctors at a medical clinic 
and also spoke at local 
church services.
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Stephen Kyle Blackwell, 
a business graduate 
from Westminster, S.C., 
was offered a position 
at Edward Jones in 
Easley, S.C., right out of 
college. Representatives 
from Edward Jones have 
indicated that they take less 
than five percent of their 
employees immediately 
after college graduation.  


��

Belinda Guyton, a 
Charleston business 
graduate of Southern 
Wesleyan University, was 
featured speaker at the 
Ladylifers conference, 
March 27, 2010 at New 
Life Bible Church in 
Fayetteville, N.C. Guyton, 
who lives in Fayetteville, 
has also authored two 
books: “I Shall Live and 

Not Die” and “Pursuing 
the Vision Behind Church 
Walls.” 


��
Barry Putnam, facilities 
services director of 
Wesley Commons, a 
retirement community in 
Greenwood, S.C., became 
one of the select group of 
professionals nationwide to 
earn the Certified Aging-in-
Place Specialist designation. 
This identifies him as 
one of the industry’s top 
professionals with skills 
and knowledge specific to 
home modifications for 
aging-in-place. Putnam 
earned his bachelor’s 
degree in human resources.
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Stephanie Butler was 
named coach of the state 
4A women’s basketball 
champions this year at 
Butler High School in 
Matthews, N.C. Butler 
earned her physical 
education degree in 1998 
from Southern Wesleyan.
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Rev. Mark Gorveatte, 
an alumnus of Southern 
Wesleyan University, was 
recently named president 
of Bethany Bible College, 
a Canadian institution 
affiliated with The Wesleyan 
Church and located in 
Sussex, New Brunswick. 
Gorveatte will assume the 
presidency at Bethany Bible 
College June 1. His selection 
came at the conclusion of 
a 20-month presidential 
search. Gorveatte graduated 
from Southern Wesleyan 
with a degree in psychology. 

He is also an alumnus of 
Bethany Bible College and 
the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham. Gorveatte 
served for 10 years as 
district superintendent of 
the West Michigan District 
of The Wesleyan Church. 
Gorveatte and his wife 
Sherry have served for more 
than 25 years in Wesleyan 
leadership and pastoral 
appointments in several 
districts of The Wesleyan 
Church.
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Doris Evelyn Gibson 
Powers, Hickory, N.C., 
April 16, 2010.


��
Douglas D. Childress, 
Gastonia, N.C., March 3, 2010.


��
Colon Wall, Alexis, N.C., 
April 21, 2010.


��
Clarice Alexander, Tex., 
March 7, 2010.


��
Albert McGrady, Asheboro, 
N.C., March 23, 2010.
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Ruth Lovelace, Central, 
S.C., March 23, 2010.
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Shelly Berry, wife of Dan Berry, 
Conyers, Ga., May 5, 2010.
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Rev. Wesley Childs of 
Swayzee, Ind., passed 
away on April 20, 2010. 
He was the son of Rev. T.C. 
Childs and the brother of 
Joan Wallace, Wesleyan 
missionary to Zambia.  
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Southern Wesleyan 
University mourns the 
loss of Benita Butler, 
associate vice president 
for student services, who 
passed away unexpectedly 
Feb. 23, 2010, following a 
scheduled surgery. 

Funeral services were held 
in Carnesville, Ga., at a 
church that was filled to 
capacity. 

Butler managed all of 
the university’s student 
services activities and 
personnel across the 
state, including our 
learning centers in 
Charleston, Columbia, 
Greenville, North Augusta 
and Central. Her role 
was one which had great 
influence on thousands 
of AGS students. She 
had developed a strong 
student services team and 
was a model of excellence, 
integrity and compassion. 
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Ava Grace Royston was 
born on Jan. 21, 2010, to 
Sonya and Josh Royston 
of Anderson, S.C.
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Southern Wesleyan University’s Multi-Decade Reunion

11:30 a.m. Chapel

12:45 p.m. Reunion Lunch tickets are $20 each.
Limited seating. Call 864-644-5384 today to RSVP.

For details go to www.swu.edu

 Connecting-Reconnecting
Homecoming Sept. 25, 2010


