How to Refine a Periodical Database Search

You have the option to search Keywords (Select a Field (optional)) or you can search for subject, or other
modifiers :
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| did a Key word search on children’s ministry and came up with 71 results. These results did not appear
appropriate so this particular term is not a good one. There are two ways to solve this dilemma, one is to look on
the left column of the result screen and you will see that there are “Subject Headings” you can use; you can click
on “Church Work with Children” to narrow your current results or you can copy and paste the subject heading
to get results that will be helpful for your research.
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When | used “Church Work with Children” as a subject heading | got 406 results
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1. You can add modifiers to your search by entering another term to the second box, combining your terms
with the Boolean “and” thereby asking the database to find all the articles with BOTH terms in them.

2. Note the box on the left side that states “Narrow results by” This lists other subject headings you can
click on to access other articles

3. Note the box on the right side that states “Limit your results” You have a lot of options in this box

a. You can limit to only full text articles. If you are not on the SWU Central campus or have limited
time this option will allow you to find articles within the database without having to request
them on interlibrary loan.

b. Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) journals. Your professor may tell you that only scholarly articles are
acceptable for your paper or project. You can click on this box and your search will be limited to
only scholarly articles.

c. Filter by Publication Date: Again, your professor may require that you use articles that are less
than five years old. You can either slide the date bar over to that year or enter it in the box.

It is extremely important that when you “Limit your results” from this box you click on the “Update Results”
box. If you do not click on that box, nothing will change in your results.

SCHOLARLY (Peer Reviewed) Journals

III

When you use a “periodical” database you will be searching for information from magazines or journals.
Magazines are characterized by flashy covers, advertisement and popular subject matter. When you are
searching an online database it can be difficult to recognize whether an article is from a magazine although
some full text articles will have advertisements on the pages. The articles themselves will most likely be less than

three pages, also.

Scholarly journal articles are often reviewed by experts in the field of authorship. The editor of the journal will
give a submitted article to a couple of reviewers excluding the author’s name. For more information about the
peer-review process, please refer to: http://www.unf.edu/library/guides/refereedarticle.html
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MORE SEARCH TOOLS

Other very important tools for researching in ATLA Religion Database are the “Scriptures,” and “Indexes” tools
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Scripture references are never the easiest searches to accomplish so it is helpful to use either the “Scriptures” or the
“Indexes.”

If you use the “Scriptures” tab you simply click on it and it gives you a listing of the books of the Bible. “Expand” the
book from which you want information. | chose Ruth.
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Click on the chapter for which you want to find information (I chose Chapter 1)
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Then determine which verses you wish to study.
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When you click on the verse you are studying the results will come up in another screen with the citations you need to
do your research.
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Another way to find Scripture references is to use the “Indexes” tab. (See the steps below)
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The steps to use the “Index” tab may have seemed to be somewhat overwhelming but you must carefully follow the
steps to use the Scripture search from the Indexes tab.

Use the “Browse an Index” menu to drop down to the Scripture Citation
Type in the book of the Bible you are searching for in the “Browse for” box
Put a check in each verse on which you are doing research

THIS IS IMPORTANT!!! Click on the Add button

Note that the Scripture reference(s) will appear in the search box

Click on “search”
You will get your results. Also note: This is a Full Text Article, click on the PDF and you will have the
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article on the screen.
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QUESTIONS? Feel free to contact your reference librarians:
Anita Gray (agray@swu.edu) and
Erin Washington (ewashington@swu.edu).
We are always happy to hear from you and help you!
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