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Check the author's/ 

organization's

credentials and 

affiliation. Is the 

author/organization an 

expert in the field?

Author or organization 

name is not available

Author/organization 

named but

spelling and other 

errors indicate a lack of 

knowledge or thought.

Author/organization 

named but

credentials and contact 

information are 

incomplete

Author's/organization's 

name and credentials are 

given and indicate expertise 

in the field. Contact 

information has also been 

included.

[Internet]

What is the DOMAIN in 

the URL?

.com or .edu but is 

the work of an individual 

without authority on the 

subject (see "author" 

rating)

.com or .org. a lot 

of pop up ads and/or 

the organization or 

company is not known.

.edu, .com, or .org

the credentials are 

clear on the website

.gov -- government

.org or .com -- posted by 

a reputable, well-known 

organization

.edu -- maintained by 

university or faculty

How current is the 

site?

There is no date 

indicating when the 

information was 

published or revised

[Internet] the date

 given is three years old 

and no revisions have 

been made.

[Internet] the site 

has been created and 

updated within the 

past three years

[Internet] the site 

was created or updated 

within the past six 

months. All sources are 

current.

What sources were 

used to create this 

website or write this 

article/book? No list given

General listing of 

sources but no 

citations nor specific 

works cited list

Works cited list 

but not formatted 

correctly

Works cited list, 

attention to correct 

format. Also, photos and 

other resources are 

acknowledged

What is the purpose

 of the information?

Personal: Whiny, 

argumentative, 

outrageous

To sell, persuade, 

point of view, the 

primary purpose is to 

promote something

Offer factual 

information with some 

personal opinion 

included

Supports scholarly 

research with factual 

information

Score Totals

Highly questionable

 source     

0 - 4 pts.

Useful for ideas or 

casual projects. Do not 

cite as a reference for a 

research paper or project.     

5 - 7 pts.

Good source for

paper or academic 

project. Confirm with 

other sources               8 - 

11 pts.

Excellent source for 

research

12 to 15 pts.

Evaluating Research Resources

Score your sources based on their quality as described for each concept.

Would you use this resource for your paper/project?____  ___________________________                           ___         __________

What is your criteria for your decision?_______________________________        ______________                          _____________

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

This Rubric is adapted with permission from

Diane C. Beaman--Library Media Specialist, Belmont High School


