ERIC Worksheet

Southern Wesleyan University – Rickman Library

http://www.swu.edu/library/ed/eric
This worksheet is designed to be completed after viewing the ERIC Thesaurus tutorial.  While it may be a bit rudimentary for some, it may be a challenge for others.  We hope all will find it useful.
Please write your answers and return to your instructor.  E-mail comments to library@swu.edu.
Name:








Cohort: 



Instructor:  








Defining the Research Question

What is your topic?  Be as specific as possible at this time.

List 2-3 questions that you hope your research will address.

1.

2.

3.

Developing the Search Strategy
Using these questions and any preliminary research or personal knowledge of your topic, list the most important concepts, keywords, and/or people or authors related to the topic.
Select 2 or 3 concepts or keywords above and browse for them in the Thesaurus of the online ERIC database.  It is available at http://www.swu.edu/library/.  Select “For AGS Students > MED Course Material > ERIC”   The Thesaurus is a green menu choice below the blue tabs.

Initial term 1: 







Was it a term used in the thesaurus?
Yes
No

If not, what term does the thesaurus use? 








Click on the term to reveal more information about it.  

What additional terms may be useful to include in your search?

Initial term 2: 







Was it a term used in the thesaurus?
Yes
No


If not, what term does the thesaurus use? 








Click on the term to reveal more information about it.  

What additional terms may be useful to include in your search?

Initial term 3: 







Was it a term used in the thesaurus?
Yes
No


If not, what term does the thesaurus use? 








Click on the term to reveal more information about it.  

What additional terms may be useful to include in your search?

Search Tip:  When designing your search, remember that you may group synonyms within parentheses and use AND and OR to connect concepts or groups of terms.  For instance:
(English Second language or Second language instruction or Bilingual education) and 

(Hispanic Americans or Latin Americans or Spanish speaking) and

(High schools or High school students)
Based on what you found in the thesaurus and other keywords or names you listed, construct your search using OR and parentheses to group synonyms and AND to connect concept groups.
Executing and Evaluating The Search
Enter the search you drafted and look at the results.

How many items did the search retrieve?  




Was this more, fewer, or about the same as you expected? 




If more than you anticipated, try adding a term or using a specialized limiter within the Advanced Search tab to narrow your results.
If fewer than you anticipated, try removing one or more terms, selecting a broader term from the thesaurus, or removing certain limiters you may have selected on the search screen.

Was the content of the articles the same or different from your expectations?  



Consider looking at the full record for a few titles that are very close to what you hoped to find.  You may discover other terms to use in a search that will yield better results. 

Redo your search if necessary.  What changes will you make in your search?
Select two research (scholarly or peer-reviewed) articles and write their citations below in APA format.
1.  














2.  














