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Basic Reference Tools 
 
Composer dates: 
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians – Ref 780.3 G919 2001 
Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians – Ref 780.922 B177 2001 
 
Poet or Librettist Information: 
Index to Poetry in Music – Ref 782.42 B728 
Poetry Criticism – Ref 809.1 P752 
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians – Ref 780.3 G919 2001 
 
Other: 
IPA Manual – 783.0014 W154 
Foreign language dictionaries – Ref 400s 
 
Books 

• Subject browse in SWUcat with composer as subject. 
 

 
 
 



Look for subdivisions:  
o “Songs”  
o “Song cycles” 
o “Vocal music”  
o “Songs and music” 
o “Translations” 
o “Operas” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This box lists the 
different divisions 
within the subject 
“Schubert, Franz.” 
Click on the links 
to search these 
other subject 
headings. 



Finding Songs: Scores and Recordings 
There are several good options: 
 

1. Look up your composer in a song index (listed below) and see what collections include a 
score for your song. Use SWUcat to do a title search for the collection to see if we have 
it. If we do not, request the collection via interlibrary loan. 

2. Look up your composer as an author in SWUcat with a keyword of “songs.” Limit your 
search to “Southern Wesleyan Music Scores” under Location or “Sound Record” under 
material type. See example below. 

 

 
 

3. Try a keyword search in SWUCAT for your song title. Sometimes the catalog record for 
song collections contains a note that gives the contents, and a keyword search will find 
that note.  
 

4. Search by composer and/or title in Classical Music Library (Library web page > Click on 
“By Title” underneath “Locate Journal Articles and Online Resources.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song Indexes (used to identify an anthology that includes a particular song) 
Art Song in the United States, 1759-1999 – Ref 782.42 C211 
Catalogue of Vocal Solos and Duets Arranged in Biblical Order – 783.0925 L339 
Chamber Music for Solo Voice and Instruments – 783.2 K668 
Literature for Voice, Vol. II -- 782.00162 G581 
Repertoire for the Solo Voice (2 vols. divided geographically) – Ref 783 Es65 
A Singer’s Guide to the American Art Song, 1870-1980 – Ref 782.42168 V712 
Singer’s Repertoire (5 vols. divided by voice type plus program notes) – Ref 783 C654 
Song Index – Ref 782.42 Se17s 
Song Index of the Enoch Pratt Free Library – Ref 782.42 L963 
 
Song Texts and Guides – General Resources 
The Fischer-Dieskau Book of Lieder – 782.420943 F525 
A French Song Companion – 782.42168 J632 
Italian Song Texts From the 17th Century – Ref 782.42 It1 
Lieder Line by Line and Word for Word – 782.42168 P544 
Masters of the French Art Song – 782.42168 M393f 
Masters of the Italian Art Song – 782.42168 M393i 
The Penguin Book of Lieder – 784.3 P891p 
The Ring of Words – 782.42 M617 
Word-by-Word Translations of Songs and Arias – 781.96 W891  
 

SWUCAT Search by subject headings: 
Songs—Texts 
Songs, [language] (i.e. Songs, Italian) 

 
Song Texts and Guides – Specific Composers 
A Guide to the Solo Songs of Johannes Brahms – 782.42168 B73St2 
Phonetic Readings of Brahms Lieder – 782.42014 B73M2 
Phonetic Readings of Schubert Lieder – 782.42168 Sch78M2 
The Poetic Debussy – 782.42068 D354C7 
Schubert’s Complete Song Texts – Ref 782.42 Sch78G4 
Singing Schumann – 782.42168 M617 
 

SWUCAT search: 
Keyword for composer last name AND keyword “songs” 
Limit MATERIAL TYPE to “Printed Material” 

 
Interpretation and Guides to Performance 
The Art of the Song Recital – 783.046 Em67 
Bringing Soprano Arias to Life – 782.1146 G569 
Master Lessons on Fifty Opera Arias – 782.1 W59 
Music for the Voice – Ref 782 K119 
The Performer Prepares – 781.43 C127 
Repertoire for the Solo Voice – Ref 783 Es65 
Schubert Song Cycles, With Thoughts on Performance – 782.47092 Sch78M7 
Singer and Accompanist – 783.0446 M783 
Singer’s Repertoire – Ref 783 C654 
Song: A Guide to Style & Literature – Ref 782.42089 K561 
 

SWUCAT search: 
Combine a subject search “songs” AND keyword search “interpretation” or “analysis” 

 



Phonetics and Diction 
Diction for Singers (English, Italian, Latin, German, French, Spanish) – 782.0014 D561 
Gateway to German Diction – 783.0014 P274 
A Handbook of Diction for Singers (Italian, German, French) – 783.043 Ad17 
Phonetic Readings of Songs and Arias – 782.42014 P566 or 782.0014 C654 
Singing Early Music (European languages in Late Middle Ages and Renaissance) – 783.043 Si64 
Singers’ Italian – 783.0014 C719 
The Singer’s Manual of German and French Diction – 783.0014 C839 
 

SWUCAT search by subject heading: 
Singing--Diction 

 
Opera Resources 
The Aria Database – http://www.aria-database.com 
Famous Italian Opera Arias – 782.10268 F211 
Guide to Operatic Roles and Arias – Ref 782.1 B637 
Handel’s Operas, 1704-1726 – 782.1092 H191D3 
Henry Purcell’s Operas – 782.10268 P971 
The Metropolitan Opera Book of Mozart Operas – 782.10268 M877 
The New Penguin Opera Guide – Ref 782.103 N42 
Opera Glass – http://opera.stanford.edu/ 
Oxford Dictionary of Opera – Ref 782.103 W25 
Singer’s Edition, Operatic Arias: Lyric Soprano – 783.66 L995 
Singer’s Edition, Operatic Arias: Soubrette – 783.66 So81 
Who’s Who in Opera – Ref 782.10269 B667 
 

SWUCAT search by subject heading: 
Opera or Operas 

 
Musical Theatre Resources 
American Song: the Complete Musical Theatre Companion – Ref 782.14 B623 
The Broadway Song Companion – 782.14 D492 
Chronology of the American Musical Theater – Ref 782.14 N827 
Encyclopedia of the Musical Theatre – Ref 782.1403 G159 2001 
Songs of the American Theater – Ref 782.42 L584 
 

SWUCAT search by subject heading: 
Musicals 

 
Other 
 
Finding scores, recordings, and books not available at SWU 
WorldCat.org – Use this to search for books, scores, and recordings.  WARNING: SWU’s holdings 
do not appear!  Always check SWUCAT for any title you find.  Use the interlibrary loan request 
form on the library’s home page or MyCampus for items you want that are not available at SWU.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please visit http://www.swu.edu/library/help/citationguides.htm for the most 
current Turabian Citation Guide. 


