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Reference Resources
It is always a good idea to begin in the reference collection, even for graduate level research.  
Encyclopedias can help you focus on an issue, define keywords or concepts to use to construct a search in databases, and find additional resources through bibliographies at the end of articles or in a monograph devoted to a topic.  Almanacs provide data for understanding demographics of your ministry population.
Remember to think across disciplinary lines – sociology, psychology, or management literature may provide useful information.  Ministry covers all aspects of life, all ages and ethnic groups, and systems of human and organizational behavior.
This is not an exhaustive list.  Be sure to browse the shelves for additional reference books.  Generally the reference collection can be used as an index to the circulating collection upstairs.

Psychology and Ethics
Baker Encyclopedia of Psychology and Counseling
REF 150.3 B171

Encyclopedia of Psychology
REF 150.3 En21

Encyclopedia of Human Development
REF 155 En19

Encyclopedia of Applied Psychology
REF 158 En19

Encyclopedia of Ethics
REF 170.3 En19

Encyclopedia of Bioethics
REF 174.2 En19
Religion 
200
Encyclopedia of Religion
REF 200.321 En19

Religion and American Culture
REF 200.973 R279

Companion Encyclopedia of Theology
REF 203 C738

Bible
220
Anchor Bible Dictionary
REF 220.3 An21

New Interpreter’s Bible
REF 220.77 N42

Christianity & Christian Theology
230

Christian Moral & Devotional Theology
240
Creeds of Christendom
REF 238 Sch14

Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics
REF 239.03 G277

New Dictionary of Christian Ethics & Pastoral Theology
REF 241.03 N42

Westminster Dictionary of Christian Ethics
REF 241.0321 W528

Encyclopedia of Prayer and Praise
REF 242.8 En19

Complete Book of Everyday Christianity
REF 248.03 C738

Complete Book of Christian Worship
REF 248.3 C738


Biblical Foundations


20 Centuries of Christian Worship


Renewal of Sunday Worship


Music and Arts in Christian Worship


Services of the Christian Year


Sacred Actions of Christian Worship


Ministries of Christian Worship

Christian Orders & Local Church
250
Minister’s Manual 2003 
REF 252 C839

New Dictionary of Pastoral Studies
REF 253 N42

Dictionary of Pastoral Care and Counseling
REF 253.03 D561
Resource Guide for Christian Counselors
REF 253.5 F616

Year-Round Church Event Book
REF 254.4 T576

Basic Encyclopedia for Youth Ministry
REF 259.23 B443

Social & Ecclesiastical Theology
260
Oxford History of Christian Worship
REF 264 Ox2
New Westminster Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship
REF 264.00321 N42

Hymn and Scripture Selection Guide
REF 264.2 Sp33

Inclusive Language Lectionary
REF 264.34 In2

Evangelical Dictionary of World Missions
REF 266.003 Ev14

Evangelical Dictionary of Christian Education
REF 268.03 Ev14

Youth Worker’s Encyclopedia of Bible-Teaching Ideas
REF 268.433 Y88

History of Christianity & Christian Church
270
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Reformation
REF 270.603 Ox2

Encyclopedia of Evangelicalism
REF 270.82 B215 2004

International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements
REF 270.82 D561 2002

Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches
REF 277.02 Ye3

Christian Denominations & Sects
280
Encyclopedia of Protestantism
REF 280.4 En19

Roman Catholic Church
282
Anglican Churches
283

Lutheran
284.1

Reformed
284.2

Presbyterian
285

Baptist
286

Disciples of Christ
286

Methodist
287

Wesleyan
287.1

Quakers
289.6

Mennonite
289.7

Sociology

Encyclopedia of Sociology
REF 301 En19

Encyclopedia of Social Theory
REF 301 En21

Encyclopedia of Communication and Information
REF 302.203 En19

Dictionary of Symbolism
REF 302.23 B475

Encyclopedia of American Social Movements
REF 303.484 En19

Demographics of the U.S.
REF 304.62 R912 2003

Facts About Immigration
REF 304.873 B825

Gale Encyclopedia of Childhood and Adolescence
REF 305.23103 G131

The Millennials
REF 305.2350973 N489

Generation X
REF 305.242 M695

The Baby Boom
REF 305.244 R912

Women’s Issues
REF 305.403 W842

Women’s Almanac
REF 305.409 W842

Working Americans, 1880-2005
REF 305.5 D446

Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America
REF 305.800973 G131

International Encyclopedia of Marriage and Family
REF 306.8 En19

Parenthood in America
REF 306.85 P215

Handbook of Death and Dying
REF 306.9 H192

Statistical Abstract of the United States
REF 317.3 Un3s


http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
Management
Strategic Management
REF 650.03 B568 v.2

Marketing
REF 650.03 B568 v.4

Organizational Behavior
REF 650.03 B568 v.6

Encyclopedia of Leadership
REF 658.4 En19

Mission Statement Book
REF 658.4012 Ab82 1999

Databases and Indexes
Access these through the “Online Databases” page of the library web page.
ATLA Religion Index

EBSCOhost

Religion, ministry, etc.

Academic Search Premier
EBSCOhost

Interdisciplinary

Expanded Academic ASAP
InfoTrac

Interdisciplinary

InfoTrac OneFile

InfoTrac

Interdisciplinary

Psychology and Behavioral 
EBSCOhost

Counseling, psychology, ministry


Sciences Collection

SocINDEX


EBSCOhost

Sociology, cultural studies

Business Search Premier
EBSCOhost

Marketing, organizational behavior, etc.

General Busines File

InfoTrac

Marketing, organizational behavior, etc.

Also: Christian Periodicals Index covers religion and ministry topics from an evangelical perspective.  Available in print in the library.  Distant students can contact reference librarian to receive assistance with a literature search.
